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Ince we are bound by our former Promifes to vin- 
S dicate our felves in this Paper againft the Calum- 
nies of fomeperfons, we fhall here be as good as ourword 
defiring the pardon ot the fobet part of Mankind, that we 
fhoti’d be concern’d at their Abufés, who have pub- 
lickly Lampoon’d God Almighty himfeli, whofe beft 
qualification is an unreafonable Grin, and an ill tim’d 
Laugh, at every one that is not of their Species, we 
mean, animated with a reafonable Soul, and not 
with a Spirit of Burlefque, who condemn all man- 
kind that are for improving others Notions, cal- 
King it ftealing, gc. not cohfidering at the fametime 
that they plunder their very Being ; for they cou’d not 
fabfift one moment (we mean as Authors ) without 
being notorioufly guilty of Plagianifm, at the Expence 
of others Study, as we fhall give fome Inftances before 
we end this Paper, referving many more for another 
occafion. — But now for the Vindication of our De- 
fign, which is again ftigmatiz‘d fince our laft promile 
of defending it, in thefe words: The Athenians ia their 
Propofals for « Natural Hiftory, {peak of a Rainbow appear- 
ing in an entire Circle: Query, Which is the greater Ra- 
rity, Sence in an Athenian Afercury, or {uch a Rainbow ? 
For the firft, we own we ask’d fach a Queftion in our 
Propofals, but in our Sence there’s much difference be- 
twixt 4 Query after unufual appearances, and a downtight 
pofition : But fince it is again mention’d by way of Cen- 
fure, and that others may be unfatisfied in it, we have 
to tell the World, that that particular Query was put 
in upon this occafion. A Gentlemans Friend of our 
Society travelling in the Weft of England, in a Valley 
betwixt two high Hills, extending Eaftward and Weft- 
ward, the Sun juft fecting where there fell a fmall 
fhower of Rain, which he affirms did by means of the 
Scituation of the place give the unufual Phenomenon 
of an entire Circular Rainbow. We cou’d mention o- 
ther Rainbows that have been feen above half Circular, 
as Monfieur Richer in his Voyage to la Cayenne gives an 
Account of, as alfo of a Rainbow that appear’d in the 
torm of a Pillar, which was communicated to the World 
by Monfieur du Rodel, 13.Sept. 16£4. which two Phe- 
nomena’s wou'd appear perhaps as ridiculous to our 
Cenfurers as the firft; and fince they pretend to be 
great Naturalifts, we fhou’d be glad if they'd give the 
World the reafon of thefe Meteors, but they muft not 
fiud it in the 8. Chap. of Defcartes Meteors, where they 
borrow’d their Jaft Difcovery, not confidering it has 
bin much better done by Mr. Marriot in his Treatife of 
Colours; fo much for the firft part. Next as to our ha- 
ving made ule of Dr, Platt’s Draught for our Natural 
Hiltory, we defire the World to compare ‘em both, and 
they'll find above one half that has not the leaft relation to 
the Drs. Draught ; and ds for the latter part, there’s 
as much ofhim in it as there is of his in the Hiftory 
ot the Royal Society, p. 155. and no more, which is what 
wou'd be the Natural refule of any confiderate Perfons 
that fheu’d joyn to think upon fucha Subjeé. As to 
our Capability of performing our Promife, the World 
{hall foon have a Specimen of it in one of our Papers, 
upon which we are willing to venture the Merit of the 


Caule. 
Ow is it to be made out, that the Lacede- 
monians were (as the Author of the 
Book, of the Maccabees informs us ) of 
the Stock of Abraham, and (o a kin to the Fews ? 

Anfw. This beloved Name that is fo often trumpt up 
thin the Company of Pytifmz, fus Nigrum, or any 
other Blind, to be talk’d on, can tcaree be any kin to 
Abraham the Father of the Faithful, fince all Lacedemonians 
both Ancient and Modern believe nothing of the Bi- 


Queft. 1. 


ble: But toHiftory, ’tis fuppos'd this paffage i . 
ed upon Maccab. cap. 12. 21. Opiniog of ya 
upon this obfcure place is, That the Lacedemonjans de{- 
cended from the Ancient Pelafei, which came out of 
Arabia into Greece, and which he thinks were the Po- 
fterity of fome of the Childret of Abrabam and Ketura 
Mr. Morinus fhows that this was impoffible, fince the 
Pelafgi went into Greece before the fecond Marriage of 
Abraham, and he wou'd rather make ule of the Of. 
{pring of E/au to explain this Myftery ; he proves that 
there was a People in Thrace which were Call'd Edones, 
or Edonii, which he fuppofes was a Colony of Idume- 
ans, or Children of Edom, chat is Efau, for (as he 
proves) the Pelafg inhabited Thrace and Theffalia, be- 
fore they went into Greece and Peloponeffus. Now be- 
ingaflur'd by mary Authors, ( fays he) chat the Edoz 
nians were eftablitht in Thrace, ’tis eafie to conclude 
they were joyn’d with the Pelafgi, and made one peo- 
ple: So that if the Lacedemonians defcended from the 
Pelafei, they defcendedalfo from the Edonians. Mori- 
nus alfo tells us that the Idumeans were eftablitht in 
Thrace, when Fofbua took poffeffion of the Land of Ca- 
naan, when mafly Canaanites retreated into Europe, un- 
der the Conduct of Cadmus. In fhort, our Opinion is 
the fame as Morinus’s, which fully anfwers the Quefti- 
on, “till any one can difprove it, or fhow a better, for 
we are certain ‘tis yet the beft that is extant: 

Queft. 2. Why the Text in St. Johns firf Ep. relating to 
the Trinity is wanting in moft of the old Manufcripts in alt 
a etope, This is afiother Inf for A 

Anfw. This is ahother Infinuation for Atheifim, I 
that of Fofephus, and as Atheiftically determin’d of lene 
by fome perfons. If the laft Gentleman that has treat. 
ed of this Subjeét had not been the blinde/t Plagiary in 
the World, he wou'd have. confuleed the Contexts in 
the Bible, where he might have found the Sence imper- 
fect without this very Verfe, the 8¢h. v. naturally re- 
quires it, If there be three that»bear witne{s on Earth, the 
like in Heaven. But cto clear the Cafe; and to prove 
that the old Manufcripts have this verfe in ‘em, Ithaci« 
us under Theddofius's Reign produced this place againft 
the Arrians, in Anno 308. vid. Gerb. Harmon. Evang. 
Ferom fays, all read this Verfe in his time; but to con- 
vince our continual Decryer of Scripture, let him read more 
in Pools Synopfis to this purpofe. 

Queft. 3. Gentlemen, Reading in alate Author of oup 
own Nation, I find him in every point preferring the An- 
cients before the Moderns ; but particularly he expreffes fa 
much Contempt of the Mufick of the prefent Age in refpect 
of that of Antiquity, that moved my Curiofity {o far as to 
trouble you for 4 Refolution of this following Quefion, ( £ 
having always before thought the preferance in Mufick, in- 
conteStable with us by any Age at what time foever.) Qu. 
What were the Excellencies of the Ancient Mufick, which 
could give it a jujt Preference to thatof zhis Age ? 

Anjw. This Queition is improper, fince ’tis not di- 
ftinguifht whether the Natural Genius, or acquir’d Are 
of the Ancients or Moderns is preferable. That the 
Art is much more perfeét and refin’d now, is plain from 
Dr. Wallis, and others, who have gone fo far as to re- 
duce Audibles into Vifibles, or Vifsbles into Audibles ; 
that isy any curious piece of Building may be exaétl 
reprefented by Mufical Notes, which fhall bear fic 
proportion to one another as the parts of that Building 
do, et vice ver(a ; but. as for Genius, fince that’s only 
Natural, we can’e fay we exceed the preceding Ages, 
for a {mall ptofpe& of their faculty that way, take the 
following Relation, Camer. oper. Subc. 2. cap. 81. p. 320. 
There was a Musifian in Denmark chat did fo excell in 
this Art, that he was wont to boaft chat he cou’d with 
his Mafick fet his Hearers befides themfelves, or make 
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‘eth merry, penfive or furious, as he pleas'd, which he 
alfo perform'd upon tryal at the of one of 
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other Notes in motion as We a8 B, or why ic works 
rare upon B capes Shy ncn extended than C,D, which 


the Danifh Kings, viz. Ericus the 24. firnamed the Good. ( ng ‘em to be lower Notes) ought to be more 
: now, and fenfible ofthe perouffion of the Ai cha’ higher: But E. 


We doubt we can find no fuch Tnftance 
thofe that plead againft our Opinion, mmft produce 
the like, or they do nothings : 

Queft. 4. Why the famous Paffage in Jofephus, concerning 
cur Saviour is wanting in many Manujcripts, and in fome 
writtenon the Margin ? ta 

An(w. We have in a late Mercury fufficiently vindi- 
cated the Authority of Fofephus, and fhow’d that this pre- 
fent fuggeftion is as falfe as that in the preceding 2d. Que- 
flion, we referr the Reader to our Jaft Anfwer, which 
folves all the Objeétions that have been yet brought a- 
gaint his Teftimony, befides we have added one new 
proof of our former Affertion in the latter end of the 
next Anfwer. 

Queft. 5. Why Senega, Suetonius, Tacitus, and other 
Writers of the firft Century, take no notice of any Miracles 
wrought in Judea, or any other part of the Romin Empire, ei~ 
ther by Chrift, or the holy Apoftles ? 

Anfw. We {uppofe you have read over Tacitus, and 
find nothing of the Miracles of our Saviour and his A- 
poftles in exprefs words: But what's che meaning of 
Annales X. Chap. |. ry. thereke tells us, That Nero falf- 
ly accufed a certain people hated for their Malificium ; 
(anda little after ) the Author of that Name ( viz. Chri- 
{tian Religion) was Chrift. Now if Chriftians, the 
Ditciples of Chrift, who expos'd themfelves tor his fake 
cou’d agere malificium, do Witchcraft, for fo the Hea. 
then call’d the Miracles of healing, cafting out Devils, 
ec. why might it not be true, that our Saviour who 
ag this power, alfo had it, and exercis’d it himfelf ; 

ut our Author paffes by other Inftances of our Savi- 
ours Miracles, and does not throughly examine our 
Teftimonies ovt of Suetonius and Pliny. There’s one 
thigg more that we have to defire of this Author, viz. 
To prove that paflage in Fofephus to Le faile, which 
mentions the Vail of the Temple to be rent in pater at our 
Saviours Death, for unlefs he confutes that, all the 
pains that he hastaken to difprove his other Teftimony 
fignifie nothing, for one confirms the other. 

Queft. 6. Why the Heathen Hifforians tell us (0 often of mi- 
racles wrought by their own Emperors, and why they called 
them Gods ? ’ ; 

Anjw. Its impoffible that Greatnefs fhou’d be with- 
out Flattery, efpecially where it is countenanc’d, there 
it runs onto the Extravagancies mention’d in the Quefti- 
on. A certain Jate Author tells us upon this Subject, 
That the Herodians flatter'd Herod, and wou'd have per(waded 
him that the Prophecies relating to the Meffiah belong’d to bim. 
This Gentleman will be very obliging to us, if hel pro- 
duce fuch an Opinion befides his own in Print. ‘Tis 

robable that the Original of calling perfons Geds, was 
ioe the Cuftom of the Fews, who call'd their Prophets 
fo, as being Repretentatives of God, and bearing his 
Meflage ; and thus our Saviour expounds the Cuftom, 
If ye call them Gods to whom the Word of God came, &c. We 
believe it will be hard to produce any Nation that had 
this Cuftom, who had not fome Correfpondence with 
che Jews, and from them borrow’d this once pertinent 
word,and by degrees turn’d it into an il) fence, th6’tis not 
probable but Statues of famous perfons were idoliz’d by 
pofterity amongft the Heathens, as is now the daily Cu- 
ftom of the Remifh Church. 

Queft. 7. Finding by your Mercuries that you pretend to re- 
folve Queftions about Mufick, I defire you will tell me tbe rea- 
fon why a firing founds, when another that is an Unifon or 
an OGtave toit be touched ? 

Anfw. A certain Author who has bin pleas'd to cen- 
fure what we have done upon this Subject, (whither we 
referr the Reader,) and to give his own Judgment, after 
fomething previous which every body knows, wou’d 
make this Demonftration, That fuppofing 2 ftrings 4 and 
B equally extended, @#c. “ A being put in motion, and 
“ by the percuflion of the Air putting B in Motion, (but 
‘not a word how) B likewife muft continue fo, be- 
“caufe when it has ended one Vibration, 4 beginning 
‘¢ with it, is ready to give it a fecond ; A ftrange difco- 
very, only there's this wanting, why A fhou'd not put 
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qui-vibratiors can't be the canfe of one {tring founding 
when another does; fince ‘tis plain, chat if om ftring be 
ftruck vehemently, and another have no motion in’t 
but what it receives by percuffion of the Air, one muft 
move fafter than another, and confequently the Vibra- 
tions muft be unequal, All that our Author has brought 
for a demonftration, reaches no further than this, that 
if 2 ftrings be equally extended, ¢’c.and be both ftruck 
equally, cheir Vibrations wil] be equal; and confequently 
they muft be Unifons, which every Body knew efore, 
but we believe the Author himfelf might hie found out 
fome better reafon, than this which he ftole out of La 
Mufique des Anciens: fappos'd by fome to be writ by Mr- 
Perault. 

Qu. 8. In what manner were the Gallies of the Ancients built? 
Whatwere the ordines remorum,andhow placed one over the o- 
ther ? Or in any other posture, it being slmoft incredible, that 
4° Banks of Oars (for fo many bad Ptolomie’s Gally mention- 
ed by Athenaus) could be placed in that pofture ? 

Anfw. This is of uo ule to the World now, but fuch 
as have a Curiofity inthis matter, may confule Athenaus 
upon it. 

Qu. 9. The Athen. in their propofals for a natural Hiflory 
fpeak of 4 Rainbow, appearing in an entire Circle: Query, 
Which is the greater Rarity, Senfe in an Athenian Mercu- 
ry, or fuch 4 Rainbow ? 

Anjw. See the beginning of our Paper for an Anfwer 
to this. And now we wou'd advife our Cenfurer to be 
a little modefter for the future, than to condemn others 
for Plagianifm, whilft he isa thoufand times more guil- 
ty of it himfelf, witnefs what we have already mention’d, 
as allo Tannegui le Fevre for all the {plutter about Fo/c- 
phus, Mr. Ray tor Fern-feed, Lubin for Pytifmate Lubricate 
Orbem, Dupin tor Fob, in fhort, every thing that’s done, 
(unlefs fome Nonienfical Banter which wou’d i]! belong 
to any body elfe) from fome body that we cou'd pro- 
duce ; we fhall fpeedily take occafion to bring a certain 
Scotch Mathematical Author above-board, who is pret- 
ty good at the fame trade, if we hear any more of him. 


Queft.r0. The 4 fides 
and Area of a Trapexium 
(having no right Angle: 
nor parallel lines) being 
&iven,aTheorem is requi- 
red to find the Diago- 
nal. Let the Traperium 


be this : 
a 


_ Anfw. That theTraperium 4.b.c. d. w 
given, are not parallel the one to the sakeecdyhe Ber 
aeres, oa the fide ab 7 bc — er cd ae 
a4== 5, the Areaalfo given 29. Reo. Asha Di 
gonal D¢. Suppofe D me 4. Po ee oe 
Then the Area of A dba willbe ¥ 3742—aaaa-36 


and by the fame,the Area A dbc wil] be V 26 aa -2400-25 
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( -daaa- 25 = 29° 


which laft after due Re du@ion 


gives adta -- 106208 , 810004 
3485 3 435 


then by fuppofing 106208 — 1 9, 10204 —, 
3485 3405 


The Equation ftands thus aaaa---b 44 =--- 6 
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Which laft gives —~ 2 —ytbpty*bb-c= t db. 
~ man. , 
And confequently 24 22h 1b $V 2 bb-- 688 2 6b. 
Which was Required to be done. 
We have in this Paper, according to our Promife, 
anfwer'd all the Queftions we have promis’d, 


and refolve to continue anfwering all Quefti- 
ons whatever, that fo we may render our Under- 


taking perfect. 


